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As a follow-up to Alex Clays’ series of articles on
playing cards on postage stamps, this article dis-
cusses playing cards on “poster stamps.”

Poster stamps are exactly what the name implies:
miniature posters in the form of stamps. They were
created to do what a poster was meant to
do…advertise, promote or commemorate products
or events. They were designed to be pleasing to
the eye and catch one’s attention. They cost very
little to produce and were easily distributed to thou-
sands of people.

Poster stamps are a subset of a larger group of
stamps called Cinderellas. These Cinderellas are
defined as any stamp or stamp-like item that is not
actually a postage stamp. They do not qualify for
inclusion in International Federation of Philately
exhibitions (just as Cinderella was not allowed to
attend the ball!).

Poster stamps were first produced in Germany in
the latter part of the 19th century, where they were
known as reklame marken. Their popularity quickly
spread throughout both Europe and the United
States, reaching a peak shortly before World War I
and then declining in the 1930s when magazine
advertising took over the market. Designed by
some of the best known graphic artists in the world,
these tiny posters sold products, promoted sporting
events, expositions, charities and other public
events. Because they were so colorful and artistic
and could easily be stored in albums, they very
quickly became collectible. People collected them
by artist, topic etc.

In my collection I have poster stamps that use play-
ing cards or suit signs to advertise products, as well
as stamps that advertise playing cards. The beauti-
ful poster stamps that I am featuring in this article
represent the latter.

Set of six stamps that advertise
C.L. Wüst Spielkartenfabrik, Frankfurt

The stamps are titled: 1. Skat; 2. Tarrock (Bayern);
3. Cego (Baden); 4. Skat (Thüringen);

5. Bridge; 6. Spanien


